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From Code Talkers to Immersion: Native American Language Summit

Tuesday, May 12, 2009 
10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Elmer and Mary Louise Rasmuson Theater, Ground Level
9:30AM 
Registration Opens
*Please use south (staff) entrance on Independence Avenue*
10:00AM 
Welcome: National Museum of the American Indian Director Kevin Gover (Pawnee/Comanche)
Introduction of Edwin Benson: Miss Indian Nations Alyssa Alberts (Arikara/Dakota/Lakota)
Opening Prayer:  Edwin Benson (Mandan) 
Opening Remarks:  Ryan Wilson (Oglala Lakota), Cultural Survival and the National Alliance to Save Native Languages

10:30AM 
Code Talker Tribute        

Short film screening: The Power of Words: Native Languages as Weapons of War 

Remarks by Code Talkers: Barney Old Coyote (Crow) and Samuel Tso (Navajo)
11:00AM 
Keynote Address: Darrell Robes Kipp (Blackfeet), Piegan Institute Cuts Wood School

11:20AM 
Panel discussion: Language Immersion School Success Stories: Long-term Strategies for Maintaining Immersion School Environments 
Discussants: Gloria Sly, Cherokee Nation Immersion School; Namaka Rawlins, ‘Aha Pūnana Leo, Language Nests Hawai’i; Maggie Bennally, Tsehootsooi Dine Bi’0lta’, Navajo Immersion School. Moderator:  Darrell Robes Kipp (Blackfeet)
12:00PM  
Audience Dialogue (Q&A)

12:15PM
Break/Lunch & Short Film Screening
Working Lunch: 4th floor, Room 4018/19 (pre-registration required): KÎMÂCHIPENA “Let’s All Come Together” from the Sauk Language Department, Oklahoma
-OR- Lunch on your own 
1:30PM 
Panel discussion: Funding Your Language Program: Representatives from Federal and Non-Federal Sources
2:10PM  
Audience Dialogue (Q&A)
2:30PM  
Work-Group Breakout Sessions
1. Rasmuson: Organizing Immersion Schools 
Discussants:  Maggie Bennally and Vicki Shirley, Tsehootsooi Dine Bi’0lta’/Navajo Immersion School; Gloria Sly, Cherokee Nation Immersion School; Namaka Rawlins, ‘Aha Pūnana Leo/ Hawai’ian Language Nests. Moderator:  Darrell Robes Kipp (Blackfeet), Piegan Institute Cuts Wood School
2. 4th Floor, Room 4018: The Master-Apprentice Method:  Intensive Conversation Language Training with an Elder Speaker
Presenter: Advocates for Indigenous California Language Survival (AICLS): Richard Bugbee, Leanne Hinton, L. Frank Manriquez, and Nancy Steele 
3:30PM 
Panel discussion: Overcoming Adversity: Strategies for Maintaining and Revitalizing Native American Languages with Small Speaker Populations 
Discussants: Jessie Little Doe Baird, Wampanoag Language Reclamation Project, Massachusetts; Richard Grounds, Euchee Language Project, Oklahoma; Edwin Benson, Mandan Master-Apprentice Program, North Dakota; Leanne Hinton, Advocates for Indigenous California Language Survival. Moderator: Jacob Manatowa-Bailey, Sauk Language Department, Oklahoma
4:30PM  
Audience Dialogue (Q&A)
5:15PM 
Closing Remarks: The Morning Star Institute President Suzan Shown Harjo (Cheyenne & Hodulgee Muscogee), National Indian Education Association Executive Director Lillian Sparks (Oglala/Sicangu Lakota), and National Congress of American Indians President Joe Garcia (Ohkay Owingeh)


Closing Prayer:  Wizipan Garriot (Sicangu Lakota)
5:45PM
Informational Session: Cultural Survival’s current work in addition to endangered Native American languages
6:15- 8:00PM
Reception in the Potomac Atrium, generously supported by the Comanche Nation
For more information, email NMAI-SSP@si.edu
This Summit is organized with  
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and the National Alliance to Save Native Languages

Visit www.cs.org



Smithsonian							 


National Museum of the American Indian


4th St. and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC


Metro: L’Enfant Plaza, Maryland Avenue/Smithsonian Museums exit











