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Pre-Columbian Weaving Comes to Boston
When you see Jose Buenaventura Gonzales Gutierrez’s exquisite rugs, you know immediately that you are seeing the product of an immense history. The colors, the patterns, the incredibly fine texture, all reflect thousands of years of the pre-Columbian Zapotec culture. Gutierrez, who comes from the Zapotec village of Teotitlan del Valle in Oaxaca, Mexico, cards and spins his own yarn and dyes it with plants, seed pods, mosses, pecan, pomegranate zest, and the cochineal bug, just as his ancestors did. His designs are traditional, and he often draws from archeological sites such as Mitla and Monte Alban in Oaxaca, with representations of Zapotec diamonds, rainfall, maize, and mountains. And his technique is painstaking, producing very fine lines, tight weaves, and rich color. In December, New Englanders will have a rare chance to see and purchase Gutierrez’s rugs and watch him create new ones on his loom at the Cultural Survival Bazaars. 

Gutierrez, who started learning weaving when he was ten, comes from a family of weavers that stretches back seven generations, and a tradition that stretches back seven hundred generations. In 2004, Jose was a special guest of the Oaxaca University where he held workshops on the process of weaving. In 2008 Jose showed his rugs and demonstrated hand carding in New York City's Summer Stage. Jose has also given weaving demonstrations at the Children's Museum in Poughkeepsie, New York, and the Strawberry Festival in Beacon, New York, as well as several Cultural Survival Bazaars in both Massachusetts and Rhode Island.

Today Jose’s home is also his workshop. There Jose exhibits a collection of his unique works and visitors can also see demonstrations of the art of Zapotec weaving. Jose Buenaventura Gonzalez Gutierrez speaks Zapotec, Spanish, and English and will be one of the many Indigenous artisans at this winter’s Cultural Survival Bazaars visiting from around the world.  

The Cultural Survival Bazaars offer Indigenous artisans a place to sell their works to the New England public. The proceeds support these artisans, development projects in their communities, and Cultural Survival’s nonprofit work defending Indigenous lands, languages, and cultures. For more information about the bazaars or Cultural Survival’s nonprofit work please visit www.cs.org.  
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2009 Winter Bazaars (Dates, Locations, and Hours of Operation):
November 27th , 28th , & 29th, 2009 
December 4th, 5th & 6th, 2009
Cambridge College
1000 Mass Ave.
Cambridge, MA.
10am to 6pm
WKND Parking at 75 Prospect Street, Cambridge, MA

December 12th & 13th, 2009
Harvard University (31st Annual)
Center For Government and International Studies Building-South
1730 Cambridge Street
Cambridge, MA.
10am to 6pm
* FREE Parking Available on 7 Felton St., Cambridge, MA. 02138* 

 
December 19th & 20th, 2009
The Shops At Prudential Center
Belvidere Arcade,
800 Boylston Street
Boston, MA.
Saturday-10am to 9pm
Sunday 11am to 6pm
